
 
 
September 21, 2020 
 
 
Dear Youth in Grades 9-12 and Parents: 
 
I invite you to come on our summer mission trip to Benton Harbor, Michigan, July 17-24, 
2021. An informational meeting will be held on Sunday, October 25 at 7:00pm via Zoom. A 
link will be sent out to join the meeting and learn more about the trip and fundraising. Our 
trip is arranged through YouthWorks. A flyer is enclosed describing the program in more 
detail. We have 6 youth spots and 4 adult spots reserved, which will be filled on a first come 
basis. We have the option of adding more spaces if they are available. 
 
The total cost for the 2021 mission trip (food, lodging, transportation, and program) is $750 
per youth (YouthWorks program is $379). You are responsible for paying for your trip. We have 
a couple of options for you to do this. First, you can choose to pay the full $750 out of pocket. 
Second, you can choose to pay a portion and fundraise a portion. Fundraisers are set up 
throughout the year. Money raised at each fundraiser will be divided between the youth that 
volunteered for that event. You will find more fundraising details below. 
 
To reserve your spot, please complete the registration form online, pay a $150 deposit either 
online or by check payable to Corpus Christi and send to Corpus Christi, 2131 Fairview Ave N, 
Roseville, MN 55113. Please indicate online or in the check memo line that the deposit is for 
the Mission Trip.  
 
As stated above, spots will be filled on a first come basis, so submit your registration form and 
deposit soon! In order to better plan for fundraising, please submit your form no later than 
Wednesday, December 2nd, 2020.  
 
If you have any questions, please let me know! 
 
 
Blessings, 
 
 
Laura Schaad 
Senior High Youth Minister 
Laura@ccmn.org 
651-846-9215 

 
 
 



Mission Trip Funding 

 
Corpus Christi supports our youth mission trips by covering the cost of the adult leaders 
who generously donate their time. Youth are expected to cover the costs of their trip by 
choosing one of the following two options: 
 
OPTION #1 
You can choose to pay your cost out of pocket: 

 $150 non-refundable deposit due with registration 

 $350 is due Dec 16, 2020 

 $350 is due Apr 28, 2021 
 
OPTION #2 
You can choose to pay a portion and fundraise a portion: 

 $150 non-refundable deposit due with registration 

 Participate in Fundraising 

 Remaining balance is due Apr 28, 2021 
 
FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES 
Money raised will be divided evenly between the youth that participate in the fundraiser. 
 
Poinsettia Sales (makes appx. $300) 

Sort and distribute flowers on Saturday, December 5th, 2020 at 9:00am. 
 
Easter Flowers (makes appx. $700) 

Sort and distribute flowers on Saturday, March 27th, 2021 at 9:00am. 
 
**NOTE: Due to COVID-19, the fundraising raised in 2019-2020 for the cancelled 2020 
youth mission trip will be counted towards the 2021 mission trip. 

 
 
 



 

Benton Harbor 

Benton Harbor is a small community on the coast of Lake Michigan in the southwest 
corner of the state. Two hours outside Chicago, Benton Harbor's long been a destination 
for tourism, manufacturing, and agricultural commerce. Benefactors of the Great 
Migration - an early twentieth century migration of African American families from the 
Jim Crow South to the North - many African Americans moved to Benton Harbor in lure 
of honest blue-collar work, including at Whirlpool's corporate and manufacturing 
headquarters. This movement made Benton Harbor one of three primarily African 
American communities in Michigan, alongside Detroit and Flint.  

 
Manufacturing jobs began to decline in the 1960's, however, with the first wave of 
automation; Benton Harbor's population has been in decline since, dropping nearly 50% 
since the mid-twentieth century. The city has felt economic decline in ways that 
neighboring St. Joseph's has not. St. Joseph, unlike Benton Harbor, is an upper-class, 
predominately white, tourist community across the St. Joseph River. The two towns are 
referred to as the "Twin Cities," but they share few similarities. The population of Benton 
Harbor is nearly 90% African American, while St. Joseph's is 88% white. Benton Harbor's 
median yearly income for families hovers just below $19,000; St. Joseph's median yearly 
income is nearly triple that of Benton Harbor's at almost $56,000. 

Community Experience 
During a week in Benton Harbor, your group will partner with local organizations to serve 
the city’s youngest and oldest residents. You’ll also assist with yard work and paint 
homes. In the evenings, your group will tour the community and learn about the fine arts 
revitalization in Benton Harbor from a community friend. Experience local BBQ, visit a 
Lake Michigan beach, and explore Benton Harbor’s sister city, St. Joseph. Also enjoy a 
visit with a local music group that provides a positive outlet to youth in the 
community. YouthWorks has partnered with this community since 2000. 


