
Purification of Vessels 
 

1. Prior to Mass, the small silver paten is placed with the extra patens on the credence table. (Note: 
from now on the small paten will be stored in the sacristy, not inside the tabernacle). Prepare two 
low gluten hosts even if no one has requested them.  

2. After the Washing of Hands, the Mass Coordinator (MC) leaves the water cruet on the credence 
table, and then places the towel and the bowl on the tray and returns them to the sacristy, leaving 
the tray there. 

3. During the Our Father, the MC goes to the tabernacle to retrieve both ciboria. The ciborium lids are 
first removed and placed in the tabernacle. Then the ciboria are taken to the sacristy, placed on the 
tray, and brought to the altar during the singing of the Lamb of God. The Priest or Deacon carefully 
transfers any needed low-gluten hosts onto the small paten, avoiding any contact with the regular 
hosts. 

4. When Communion Ministers have finished distributing, they place their vessels on the altar in a 
defined pattern (See Picture 1). Chalice Ministers can consume any remaining Precious Blood as 
usual.  

a. Patens are placed on the choir side 

b. Chalices are placed on the presider side. 

c. Purificators are neatly stacked in the middle.  

d. The small silver paten, which the Priest usually holds, will be set between the patens and 
chalices.  

5. Once they have set their vessels on the altar, the Ministers can return to their seats – except the MC. 

6. The MC brings the small water pitcher and sets it on the corner of the altar, on the choir side. The 
MC then brings the tray forward to the altar and waits. 

7. After the Priest or Deacon combines the leftover Consecrated Hosts into the ciboria, he places them 
onto the tray, held by the MC, who then returns them to the tabernacle. Afterward, the MC 
immediately returns to the altar with the tray. 

8. Once the vessels are purified and dried, the following items are placed onto the tray: all the chalices, 
the small paten, and the water pitcher. The MC then places the tray on the credence table, where it 
remains until Mass is concluded. (See Picture 2). 

9. The patens are then stacked by the Priest, with the used corporals set inside the topmost paten. The 
stack is set on the credence table, where it remains until Mass is concluded. (See Picture 2). 

10. The MC will still need to sanitize the dishes in the sacristy after Mass with soap and water as usual. 
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