
 

 

 
 

August 25, 2019 
Brothers and sisters, 
 
Ever since my arrival at Corpus Christi last year, I have felt the deep connectedness of our parish’s 
history, from our humble origins in Fireside Hall on Como Avenue, to the first stone church, to the 
school building and the new church where we are now. Corpus Christi as the “Body of Christ” has been 
a nexus for so many different people too, from farmers, to executives, to students and faculty of the 
University of Minnesota, to communities of School Sisters of Notre Dame, to new arrivals from more 
and more nations and cultures. We have also experienced changes in our history. Some have been more 
difficult than others. Some have contained surprising blessings.  But whatever has come our way, the 
people of Corpus Christi have sought to discern and listen to the movement of the Holy Spirit and to 
love our neighbor in the opportunities that have come before us. 
 
Recently, I preached about the “windows of opportunity” that God reveals in our lives, both as 
individuals and as a parish community. I want to tell you about a window in front of Corpus Christi 
that is worth considering. This window has the potential to open new opportunities for our next 
chapter as a parish of disciples of Jesus Christ.  
 
In order to see if this proposal was worth exploring at all, I first met with some of our parish leaders: our 
trustees Tom Martin and Marie Barnum, members of our parish and finance councils Mo Boxrud and 
John Piazza, and Deacon Glenn Skuta. After several discussions, the group thought that the proposal 
had merit and that it was worth starting a parish-wide conversation as the next step. After listening to 
the feedback from staff and our parish and finance councils this week, the idea of expanding the 
conversation continues to present itself as the way to go. 
 
The proposal: that the parish of Saint Adalbert be merged into Corpus Christi, with Corpus Christi 

maintaining its property and name, and with Saint Adalbert eventually selling its campus. 
 
Saint Adalbert is near the Capitol on Charles Avenue. Historically a Polish church, in recent years it has 
become a largely Vietnamese Catholic community, headed by Father Minh Vu, comprising many 
ministries. But Saint Adalbert’s needs a new home. Their church needs extensive rebuilding to remain 
safely usable and raising an excess of $1 million does not appear feasible for their congregation.  
 
What would it look like if Saint Adalbert and Corpus Christi began to work together and look toward 
a shared parish life? I don’t exactly know. Plenty of questions were raised in the discussions of our parish 
leaders small group. Some of them had answers; some of them did not. It is important to remember that 
at this time no decisions have been made about the future. As we enter into this time of discernment, 
there are the obvious challenges of thinking about logistically receiving a large population into our 
parish, of staffing and finance, of learning and appreciating the cultural heritage of Vietnamese 
Catholicism, and of adjusting to a new normal of what it would mean to be Corpus Christi. 



 

 

 
There are also potential blessings that this proposal would offer: the stability of  a Corpus Christi that is 
not clustered with another parish, the assignment of a full-time pastor, the income from the sale of 
Saint Adalbert’s property that could go toward new, bold initiatives and projects, and the diverse 
richness that comes from the meeting of cultures in Christ.  
 
When I preached about windows of opportunity, the message was based on the parable of the servants 
awaiting their master’s return from a wedding (Luke 12:35-40). There is a knock at the door and the 
servants open. For us, this proposal is a knock at the door. Is Christ outside? Is this his knock? Is this 
what he desires of us? I can’t tell for certain. But it might be the Master knocking. And if it is, it’s worth 
opening the door to welcome him.  
 
In order to help discern this proposal, I would like to invite everyone in our parish community to take 
part in this conversation. Corpus Christi will hold a Listening Session on September 12 at 7:00 PM 
in the gathering space. One goal of the evening will be to come up with a process for how we as a 
parish can engage in discernment and dialogue well. In advance of the meeting, you can submit your 
comments and questions in the following ways: send an email to corpus.christi.listening@gmail.com, 
drop a note in the Comment Box in the gathering space, or leave a message with the parish office at 
651-846-9210.  
 
I also ask each person in our parish to take this idea into prayer, seeking to discern the will of God. 
Discernment is not the same as persuading, arguing, or deciding – even though those things are 
involved. Discernment is about seeking and desiring to hear God speaking. In the words of Pope 
Francis: 
 

To educate to discernment means, in fact, to flee from the temptation to seek refuge behind a 
rigid norm or behind the image of an idealized freedom; to educate to discernment means to 
“expose” oneself, to go out of the world of one’s convictions and prejudices to open oneself to 
understand how God is speaking to us, today, in this world, in this time, in this moment, and 
how He speaks to me, now. (May 8, 2017) 

 
May the Holy Spirit enkindle in us discerning hearts and listening ears! 
 
  
In the love of Christ, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Father Marc Paveglio 
Pastor 
frpaveglio@ccmn.org 


