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Homily 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

August 25, 2019 
Father Marc Paveglio 

 
“I know their works and their thoughts, and I come to gather nations of every language; 

they shall come and see my glory.” 
 
Recently, I preached about the “windows of opportunity” that God reveals in our lives, 
both as individuals and as a parish community. When I preached about windows of 
opportunity, the message was based on the parable of the servants awaiting their master’s 
return from a wedding (Luke 12:35-40). There is a knock at the door and the servants 
open. This weekend, I want to share with you a proposal – a kind of knock on our door.  
 
It’s a proposal: it means we’re going to talk about it as a parish. It means no final 
decisions have been made. It means there are a lot of questions without clear answers. It 
means that God is calling us to listen, discuss, and discern this opportunity in front of us. 
 
Okay: here is the proposal, here is the knock at the door: that the parish of Saint 
Adalbert be merged into Corpus Christi, with Corpus Christi maintaining its property 
and name, and with Saint Adalbert eventually selling its campus. 
 
So, as your heart begins to beat again, let me tell you a little bit about St. Adalbert and a 
little bit about how this came about. Saint Adalbert is near the Capitol on Charles 
Avenue. It’s historically a Polish church, but in recent years it has become a largely 
Vietnamese Catholic community. Father Minh Vu is the pastor. But Saint Adalbert’s has 
a problem; they need a new home. Their church needs extensive rebuilding to remain 
safely usable. The low estimate is around $1 million. Even if they could raise the money, 
their campus would need additional improvements to maintain their ministries. 
 
I was contacted by the Archdiocese about St. Adalbert’s predicament through Deacon 
Rip Riordan.  I was very surprised by the idea. But I said I would meet with Fr. Minh, 
and I would meet with some parish leaders and see what they said. This summer I met 
with our trustees, Tom Martin and Marie Barnum, council members John Piazza and 
Mo Boxrud, and Deacon Glenn. We have been talking and learning, and now it feels like 
the right time to open the conversation up to Corpus Christi as a whole.  
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As I said before, there are no decisions made and there are lots of questions to be asked. 
Two recurring questions that have come up from our parish councils and staff are: 1. 
Why was I called about this? And 2. Why not have St. Adalbert merge into Saint Rose? 
To answer the first question: I was called because I’m the only pastor in St. Paul who 
shepherds two stable parishes that both have full-time ministries. As for the second 
question: Corpus Christi has certain charisms of diversity, welcome and receptivity that 
lend itself to a more multicultural environment, and, also, this proposal would 
strengthen Corpus Christi’s stability as an independent parish in the future. 
 
I know there are lots of other questions that you’re asking right now. I’m also sure that 
this whole proposal is bringing up all kinds of emotions. Maybe fear or anger. Maybe joy 
or hope. Maybe all kinds of stuff. So let’s talk about it. As a parish family. As a listening 
people. On September 12, we are hosting a Listening Session in the evening. I want to 
reiterate that no decisions have been made. Nor are there any timelines. The only 
decision made, was that it’s worth talking about this. There have been no agreements 
behind closed doors and this Listening Session is not a polite formality that hides a done 
deed.  
 
The Listening Session is an ongoing conversation about being the People of God in the 
Twin Cities here and now. It’s a time to pray and discern. 
 
And that’s what I want to talk about to conclude: discernment. What is discernment? 
What does it mean to live a discerning life? How do we begin to discern this proposal 
about our brothers and sisters at Saint Adalbert and among ourselves? 
 
First of all, discernment for a Christ Follower is a way of life. Discernment is a spiritual 
habit. Discernment is a way of seeing. Discernment is about seeking to conform our 
minds to the mind of God. To plan as he plans. To see as he sees. To choose as he 
chooses. “Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” Discernment 
acknowledges that God is acting in our world and in our lives. 
 
Second, choosing to live a discerning life is an act of faith and trust. When we discern, we 
are believing that God is present in every situation in life. Because God is revealing 
himself in every situation, we can trust that the outcome of our discernment will always 
bless us. As the one-hundred seventeenth psalm said today: “…steadfast is his kindness 
toward us… the fidelity of the Lord endures forever.” Discernment is like panning for 
gold. Our prayer, listening, discussion, and seeking is how we sift through the layers of 
sediment and dirt covering the treasure. So, no matter what the outcome of our parish 
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conversation is, we will always find gold – because God is always there. The process of 
discerning itself enriches us as a community, independent of any decisions one way or 
the other. 
 
Finally, we begin to discern as a community by listening to the Lord in his Word, by 
listening to each other, and by listening to the Holy Spirit who dwells deep within us. As 
we listen in receptivity, we put aside any selfish desires to have to prove that “my side” 
right, or to live out of fear, or to give in to prejudice or bias. The only side I want to take 
is God’s side. That doesn’t mean we shouldn’t have honest and vigorous discussion and 
debate. We still need to weigh practical benefits and downsides of this proposal, some of 
which I outlined in the bulletin. But it does mean that we sift for that gold together. 
Sometimes I sift, sometimes I let you sift for a while, sometimes we all grab onto that pan 
and sift together – trusting that, in time, God will lead us forward with his peace. 
 
We need discerning hearts. What is God saying to us? What is God asking of us as 
Corpus Christi, the Body of Christ? What is this window of opportunity, this knock at 
the door? The people of Saint Adalbert are asking themselves the same questions. Today 
we celebrate the same Holy Sacrifice of the Altar a few miles apart. Our worship fulfills 
Isaiah’s prophecy: “I come to gather nations of every language; they shall come and see 
my glory.” May the glory of the Lord give us discernment and love as we enter this 
conversation together.  
 
 
 
 
 
  


